
EFL Takeaways 

Song worksheet – Teacher’s notes 
 

 

This activity uses the video (with lyrics) of Ed Sheeran’s track, Castle on the 
Hill. This video is accompanied by animated images which help students 
understand the more difficult vocabulary. 
 

PART A 

 
Pre-teach some of the collocations in the text using the matching activity 
(answers below). 
 

PART B 

 
Listening for detail. 
Play the first part of the song (up to 2’55”) without the video. Ask students to 
check the answers to Part A and to answer the questions in Part B (see key 
below). 
 
Pause at 2’55” 

PART C 

 
Intensive listening / decoding. 
Play the next section from 2’55” onwards, which is the verse about Ed’s friends. 
Students have to catch individual words (see key below). 
 
To check their answers, play the song with video. 
 
They also have the lyrics on the other side of the worksheet if they want to 
double check. 
 
Optionally, if students like the song, you can play the original video. Explain that 
the ‘actors’ in the video were all students at the school Ed Sheeran went to in 
Framlingham, Suffolk where he grew up. The castle that appears at the end is 
Framlingham castle. 
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PART A 

Before you listen, match these phrases to make lines from the song. KEY 
 
1 I tasted the sweet perfume… D ..of the mountain grass as I rolled 

down. 
 

2 I can’t wait… A ..to go home. 
3 I don’t reckon… F ..I did it right. 
4 Me and my friends have not thrown 

up in so long… 
B ..Oh, how we’ve grown! 

5 I miss the way… C ..you make me feel. 
6 I am on… E ..my way 
 

PART B 

Listen to the song without the video and try to answer these questions: 
 

1. How old was Ed Sheeran when he broke his leg? - 6 
2. What speed does he drive to get home? – 90 (mph) 
3. What song does he listen to in the car? – Tiny Dancer (Elton John) 
4. How old was he when he had his first kiss? - 15 

 

PART C 

Try to complete these lines from the song, which describe what happened to 
Ed’s friends. 
 

1. One friend left to sell clothes 
2. One works down by the coast 
3. One had two kids but lives alone 
4. One's brother overdosed 
5. One's already on his second wife. 
6. One's just barely getting by 

 
Now watch the video (with lyrics) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qp5vcuMIlk 
Now watch the video with the story https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ibBPhiaG0  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Qp5vcuMIlk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0ibBPhiaG0
https://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjJ8PbA2OzbAhWMWBQKHQ-1A9kQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.imdb.com/title/tt7213422/mediaviewer/rm2536593664&psig=AOvVaw0ESdtFgtpv45-_NmQOSh5G&ust=1529943075404437
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LYRICS  
 

When I was six years old I broke my leg 
I was running from my brother and his friends 
And tasted the sweet perfume of the mountain grass as I rolled down 
I was younger then. 
 
Take me back to when 
I found my heart and broke it here, 
Made friends and lost them through the years 
And I've not seen the roaring fields in so long, I know I've grown 
But I can't wait to go home 
 
I'm on my way 
Driving at ninety down those country lanes 
Singing to "Tiny Dancer" 
And I miss the way you make me feel and it's real 
We watched the sunset over the castle on the hill 
 
Fifteen years old and smoking hand-rolled cigarettes 
Running from the law through the backfields and getting drunk with my friends 
Had my first kiss on a Friday night, I don't reckon that I did it right 
I was younger then. 
 
Take me back to when…. 
We found weekend jobs, when we got paid 
We'd buy cheap spirits and drink them straight 
Me and my friends have not thrown up in so long, oh how we've grown 
But I can't wait to go home 
 
I'm on my way 
Driving at ninety down those country lanes 
Singing to "Tiny Dancer" 
And I miss the way you make me feel and it's real 
We watched the sunset over the castle on the hill (x3) 
 
One friend left to sell clothes 
One works down by the coast 
One had two kids but lives alone 
One's brother overdosed 
One's already on his second wife 
One's just barely getting by 
But these people raised me and I can't wait to go home 
 
And I'm on my way, I still remember 
These old country lanes 
When we did not know the answers 
And I miss the way you make me feel and it's real 
We watched the sunset over the castle on the hill (x 3) 
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