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Merry christmas 

 
VIDEO WORKSHEET: ENGLISH FOR BEGINNERS 
 
Topic: Christmas, Language learning, Family, Living abroad 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, vídeo,  
Level: A2 + 
Time: 20 - 30m 
Language focus: Fixed expressions 
Summary: Activity based on a short (3-minute) Polish advert for an online 
auction site. It provides listening practice for English in a non-native accent and 
acts as a springboard for discussion on themes such as language learning and 
living in other countries. 
 
Before you watch 
Tell students that they are going to watch an advert for a Polish auction website, 
but that most of the advert is in English.  
To activate the learners’ ideas and vocabulary about the topics, ask them to 
discuss the questions in part A and then share their ideas as a group. 
 

Part A. You are going to watch a Christmas advert for a Polish online auction 

company.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU5Rnd-HM6A  

Before you watch, discuss these qüestions (learners’ own answers) 

1. Are there any famous Christmas adverts in your country? What products 
do they advertise?  
 

2. Do you like watching adverts? Why / why not? 

 

3. The advert is about an elderly Polish 
gentleman who is learning English.  
 
Why do you think he is learning this 
language? 

 

Part B. Now watch the advert 0’00” – 2’28”  and answer these questions: 

1. What is his ‘system’ for learning vocabulary?  

He puts sticky notes on the objects around his house. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU5Rnd-HM6A
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http://www.google.es/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi2utW-9-bQAhXB1xQKHREeDBYQjRwIBw&url=http://metro.co.uk/2016/12/06/this-christmas-advert-for-a-polish-auction-website-has-been-warming-hearts-all-round-the-world-6303912/&bvm=bv.141320020,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNEy922fuGsCIPdsRk-xe_Qc0Obreg&ust=1481366751422874
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2. What other strategies does he use?  

He watches films in English and repeats the phrases. He repeats 

them to himself in the bath. He listens to ‘teach-yourself’ recordings. 

3. Circle the phrases he says in the advert 

 
                “I am Robert”            “He is Robert”               “Robert, I am” 
 
                       “English for beginners”             “English is easy” 
 
           “Can you show me the way to the beach?” 
 
                                         “Can you tell me the way to the post office?” 
 
               “I like you”               “I love you”            “You are lovely” 
 
               “I’m gonna f*****g kiss you!”       “I’m gonna f*****g kill you!” 
 
                            “Be good dog”                “Have a good day”   

 
(1)  gonna = going to (2) f*****g = taboo word  

Pause the vídeo at 2’00” to check the answers for part B. Then continue the 

vídeo until 2’30” 

Part C. Answer the following questions: 

1. Which country is he in?  

The UK (Although an announcement mentions Argentina, he is actually 

in London – we know this because of the black cab he takes) 

Pause the vídeo at 2’30” to let students answer question 1. Let them anticipate 

the answers to qüestions 2 & 3. 

2. Who do you think he is going to visit?  

His son, daughter-in-law and granddaughter 

3. Why do you think he was learning English? 

To speak to his granddaughter 

Watch the rest of the vídeo to see if you are correct. 

 

Part D.. Finally, discuss these questions:with your partners. KEY – learners’ 

own answers 
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1. What do you think of his method for learning English? Would it work 

for you? 

2. How many Polish nationals do you think were resident in the UK 

when this advert was made (2011 census)? 

 

a. approx. 250,000   
b. approx. 500,000   
c. approx. 1 million 

 

3. Do you have any family members who live in another country? Where 

do they spend Christmas? 

4. Would you like to spend Christmas in another country? Why / why 

not? 

 

 

 

Happy Christmas, 
wherever you are 
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