
EFL Takeaways 

Christmas activity – teacher’s notes 

 

 

VIDEO WORKSHEET: JOHN LEWIS CHRISTMAS 
 
Topic: Christmas, giving presents 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, vídeo,  
Level: A2 + 
Time: 20 - 30m 
Language focus: Animal vocabulary; pronouns somewhere, someone etc. 
Summary: Activity based on the John Lewis advert, 2013 (The Hare and the Bear). The 
accompanying song provides listening practice and the ad itself tells a clear Christmas 
story, which students can follow and retell. 
Related published material: English File Pre-Intermediate, unit 4C. I often found, in 
year-long courses, that I had just completed unit 4C shortly before Christmas, and the 
language focus in that unit (something, anything, nothing, etc) coincides nicely with 
the content of the song! 
 

Before you watch 
Tell students that they are going to watch a Christmas advert, but before they watch, 
they need to do a little preparation. Ask them to complete the song task below. Lower 
levels may need some help with some of the vocabulary. When they’ve done as much 
as they can, play the song (sound only) to let them listen and check their answers. 
 

 

JOHN LEWIS CHRISTMAS 
ADVERT 2013 

 
A: SOMEWHERE ONLY WE KNOW  

The song ‘Somewhere only we know’ was originally recorded by Keane in 2009. This 

version, by Lily Allen was recorded specially for the John Lewis Christmas advert, 2013. 

1. Complete the spaces in the song with one of these words: 

      something                 somewhere (x2)                someone               everything  

 

2. Then complete the glossary on the right with words from the song 

 

I walked across an empty land 
I knew the pathway like the back of my hand 
I felt the earth beneath my feet 
Sat by the river and it made me complete 
Oh simple thing, where have you gone? 

GLOSSARY 
 
1. Opposite of full = 
......empty............... 
2. I knew it very well 
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I'm getting tired and I need (1) …………………. (person) to rely on 
 
I came across a fallen tree 
I felt the branches of it looking at me 
Is this the place we used to love? 
Is this the place that I've been dreaming of? 
Oh simple thing, where have you gone? 
I'm getting old and I need (2) ……………….. (object) to rely on 
 
And if you have a minute why don't we go 
Talk about it, (3) ………………………. (place) only we know? 
This could be the end of (4) ……………………. (things), 
So why don't we go 
(5) ……………………… (place) only we know? 
 

(IDM) = 
..(I knew it) like the 
back of my hand....... 
3. to trust =  
.......rely on ........ 
4. parts of a tree =  
.....branches............ 
5. we loved in the 
past =  
...we used to love..... 

 

Listen to the song (only the sound) and check your answers. 

 

https://vimeo.com/78740926 

 

Part B: Try not to tell the students the name of the advert (The hare and the bear) 

before they watch, as this will give away some of the answers. 

Let students look at the phrase in q. 1, and discuss possible answers. 

 

KEY – Bear, because it sleeps in winter. 

 

Read through the questions with your learners, then let them watch the ad and 

answer. 

 

B: JOHN LEWIS CHRISTMAS ADVERT, 2013  

1. Introduction: You are going to watch the John Lewis Christmas advert, 2013. At the 

time it was considered the most expensive TV advert ever made in the UK. 
 

The advert starts with this phrase.  
 

 
“There once was an animal who had never seen Christmas” 

 
 

What type of animal could that be? Why would they never see Christmas? 

https://vimeo.com/78740926
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2. Now watch the advert (sound and vision) and answer these questions: 
 

a. Which of these animals do you see in the advert? 

    
a. fox b. badger c. hare d. bear 

    

e. deer f. pigeon g. goose (pl. geese) h. owl 

    
i. stoat j. wolf k. hedgehog l. squirrel 

 

b. What present does the hare give to the bear for Christmas? Why? 

KEY: An alarm clock – so he can enjoy Christmas with his friends 

c. The advert ends with the phrase 
 

 
Give someone a Christmas they’ll never forget 

 

 

d. Which company is the advert for? What type of company is it? 

KEY: John Lewis – a department store in the UK. 
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