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Christmas activity – student worksheet 

 

 

Topic: Christmas, giving presents 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, vídeo. 
Level: A2 + 
Time:  +/- 20m 
Language focus:  age, comparatives. 
Summary: Activity based on the John Lewis advert, 2018 (The Boy and the Piano). The 
song is used for intense listening practice (focus on individual words) and can provide a 
springboard for discussion. 
 

Before you watch 
Tell students that they are going to watch a Christmas advert, but before they watch, 
they need to do a little preparation. Ask them to complete the first exercise below as 
they listen (audio only). Complete exercise 2 after they’ve listened. Provide guidance 
on vocabulary as necessary, then check. 
 

 

JOHN LEWIS CHRISTMAS ADVERT 2018 
THE BOY AND THE PIANO 

 
A: ELTON JOHN: YOUR SONG KEY 

The John Lewis Christmas advert has a tradition of using well-known songs to illustrate 

their festive theme, but this is the first time they’ve featured a track sung by the 

original artist. 

1. Listen to the song (just audio) and check to see if the words in bold at the end of 

each line are correct () or not. If they are not correct, what is the word that you 

hear? 

It's a little bit funny, this feeling aside 
I'm not one of those, who can easily hide 
I don't have much money, but boy if I hid 
I'd buy a big house where we both could give 
 
If I was a sculptor, but then again, no 
Or a man who makes potions in a travelling shop 
I know it's not much, but it's the best I can do 
My gift is my song and this one's for you 
 
And you can tell everybody, this is your song 
It may be quite simple but now that it's sung 

...inside........................................... 

.................................................... 

...did............................................... 

...live............................................... 
 
... ................................................. 
...show............................................. 
... ................................................. 
... ................................................. 
 
... ................................................. 
...done............................................. 
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I hope you don't mean, I hope you don't mean 
That I put down in words 
How wonderful life is while you're in the word 
 

...mind............................................ 

... ................................................ 

...world........................................... 

 

2. Glossary: What do the underlined words from the song mean? 

 

a. ......wonderful................ 
b. ......sculptor................... 
c. .......simple..................... 
d. .......gift.......................... 
e. .......potions................... 
f. ........funny...................... 

1. fantastic 
2. a person who makes art from stone or rock  
3. not complicated 
4. present 
5. liquid with magical or medical properties 
6. strange 

 

B: BEFORE YOU WATCH 

In this exercise, encourage learners to use comparative forms (lower levels) and modal verbs 

of speculation. Write up some examples on the board, e.g. 

 

In this picture, he....  doesn’t look as old as in picture ..... 

    looks older than in picture .... 

    seems quite young .... 

    might be in his 30s 

    looks as if he’s......etc. 

 

1. The advert shows images from Elton John’s life and performances. Order the following 

pictures backwards chronologically (from 1- most recent to 6- earliest). 
 

1. …E……………………….. 
2. …F……………………….. 
3. …D……………………….. 
 

4. …A……………………….. 
5. …B……………………….. 
6. …C……………………….. 
 

2. These images show actors playing Elton John, except one. Which is the real Elton John? 
 

A.  B.  
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C.  D.  

E.  
 
3. Now watch and check 
 

C.  AFTER YOU WATCH – Discussion 
 
Students’ own ideas 

F.  

 

1. This advert has been criticised for being too much about Elton John and not enough about 

Christmas. Do you agree? 

2. The last line of the ad is ‘Some gifts are more than just a gift’. What does this mean? 
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