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First day activity: Learner pictures 
Topic: Learning languages 
Aim: to reveal learners’ core beliefs and expectations about English Language 
learning 
Activity type: First classes; speaking; reflection; writing 
Level: A2 + 
Time: 30-40m 
Language focus: Vocabulary related to the classroom / languages and learning. 
Suggested interaction: individual & groupwork. Follow-up writing as homework. 
Next class, group discussion based on writing. 

 
Stage 1. Individual (5-10 mins) 
Hand out sheets of blank paper, pencils and coloured pensi f possible. Show 
students the first slide of the ppt and tell them they are going to draw a picture of 
their ideal English class.  
There may well be some protests at this point about drawing ability, but even 
adult students (maybe especially adult students) enjoy a bit of drawing.  
 
Stage 2. Vocabulary presentation (10 mins) 
Students will need the necessary vocabulary to describe their picture, so do the 
memory game (on ppt).  

- Show the picture of the classroom for 2 minutes and tell students they 
need to remember as many things as possible. 

- Blank out the picture and give ss a couple of minutes to list their items (at 
lower levels this could be done in the L1, and teacher supplies the English 
vocabulary as necessary. 

- Some bonus questions (e.g. ‘What time was it?) are included. 
NB: It’s important not to do this activity before the actual drawing, as the picture of 
the classroom may subtly influence the learners’ mental picture of what a 
classroom should look like. 
 
Stage 3; Pairwork (10 mins) 
Students compare their pictures. Using the qüestions on slide 6 of the ppt, they 
find things they have the same and different. 
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Stage 4: Homework 
Using the prompts on the ppt, students write a description of their picture, 
explaining why this represents their ideal English class. They should talk about the 
teacher, the room and the other students in the image. 
 
Stage 5: Next class: discussion 
When you have collected in the written work, you can select some phrases you 
think are interesting for the class to discuss (I’ve put some examples from my 
groups on the ppt). Alternatively, you could write up some impressions of what 
you’ve learnt and ask for students’ reactions. For example, in my groups, I was 
surprised to find.... 
.... of the students who would prefer not to be in a classroom, the majority are 
male (maybe that’s why EFL classes tend to be dominated by women – the men 
want to be out there, doing it in the real world). 
... if they express a preference, most students’ ideal teacher would be a young 
woman (ageism). 
... most learners in my context thought being fun and dynamic were more 
important qualities in an English teacher than being qualified and experienced. 
 
Of course, you don’t have to agree! This is an opportunity to challenge learner 
expectations. Most learners expect to be taught the way they’ve always been 
taught (Lortie’s ‘apprenticeship of observation’, 1975), so take the chance to talk 
about issues such as native speakerism, age, ‘fun’ in the classroom and so on. 
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