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Worksheet. Millennials 
Topic: Characteristics of the millennial generation 
Activity type: Speaking, listening, video 
Level: B1 + 
Time: 30-40m 
Language focus: Vocabulary related to personality; technology; apps/icons. 
Related published material: Headway Advanced, Unit 11 
Suggested procedures: Speaking activity to discuss the theme of ‘millennials’; 
Listening based on updated version of song ‘Ironic’ (for millennials). Can be used 
to supplement unit 11 of Headway Advanced 4th Edition (Soars, J & L, Hancock, 
P., 2015) Oxford University Press. 

Introduction 

Use the warm-up questions to find out what your learners know about millennials 

True or False? 

Learners discuss the questions in pairs or small groups. The image on the 
following slide provides some of the answers and answers are given on slide 5. 

Vocabulary 

In pairs or small groups, learners discuss to what extent they agree with these 
descriptions of millennials. All these adjectives taken from the book Generation 
Me: Why Today’s Young Americans Are More Confident, Assertive, Entitled – and 
More Miserable Than Ever Before (Twenge, J, 2014). 

Icons 

One of the defining characteristics of this generation is that they are tech savvy. 
This activity explores your learners’ millennial credentials by testing how many of 
these famous icons they recognise. 

This could be done as a quiz. Set a time limit and ask small groups to write the 
names on a piece of paper. They get one point for each one they get right. 

NB, some of these apps appear in the song, but may already be a little out of 
date. In my experience, not may students had heard of WAZE, because Google 
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Maps is now so advanced, there is little need for another app to monitor speed 
traps and traffic. 

KEY 

(From left to right) 

LinkedIn Reddit Wikipedia EasyJet Twitter 
Google Maps WhatsApp Spotify Pinterest Amazon 
Instagram Waze Uber Tinder Snapchat 
 

 

Song 

Ask your learners if they remember the original version of the song. Explain that 
the song is about a series of ironies (actually more like a series of unfortunate 
events). 

Slide 8: Ask ss to imagine what comes next, then show the endings of the 
sentences (mixed up) and match the beginnings and the endings. Slide 10 
provides the answer. 

Follow the same procedure with slide 11 (the updated version): 

1. Predict (explain/demonstrate vocabulary as necessary, e.g. swipe left) 



EFL Takeaways 

Worksheet – teacher’s notes 
 

 

2. Match 

3. Check: This can be done before watching the video or while they watch 
(with subtitles in English). 

After watching, ask learners to explain what other ironies / unfortunate events 
they heard in the song and explain any cultural references (e.g. a first-class ticket 
is not much use on a budget airline where all the seats are the same.) 

Follow-up questions 

Learners’ own answers. 

 

You might want to show Tracey Ullmann’s comedy sketch about an overly ‘woke’ 
support group for discussion at higher levels (NB contains bad language!) 

https://www.realclearpolitics.com/video/2018/06/26/tracey_ullman_hosts_woke_
support_group_on_bbc_show.html 
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