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TED TALK (2018) Greta Thunberg 
Topic: Climate, Environment 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, video 
Level: B2 + 
Time: 45m – 1h 
Language focus: Vocabulary related to the climate crisis; analysis of verb tenses, 
conditionals, 
Suggested procedure:  

A.  Introduction 

Use the ppt to elicit what learners already know about Greta Thunberg. The answers to the gap-fill 
sentences are contained in the ppt. The final slide can be used to check understanding of or 
present concepts that occur in the talk, depending on level. 

B. Part 1. Preparation 

Greta Thunberg speaks a clear variety of International English / ELF (English as a Lingua Franca), 
which is probably more accessible to most students than a ‘Native Speaker’. Nevertheless, some 
preparation is necessary. This section introduces some extracts that students will hear in the talk, 
which will help to activate their knowledge of the subject.  

The language focus highlights the verb tenses typically used in certain contexts. 

KEY 

1. If it was true that humans were changing the climate, we wouldn’t be talking about 
anything else. a) Unreal/hypothetical (2nd conditional; past/would). 

2. Why should I be studying for a future that soon will be no more, when no one is doing 
anything whatsoever to save that future? f) Something happening at the moment. (pres. 
continuous). 

3. We’ve had 30 years of pep talking (motivational speeches) and selling positive ideas. e) 
Past events (we don’t know when it happened) (pres. perfect). 

4. People usually start talking about hope: solar panels, wind power, circular economy and so 
on. But I’m not going to do that. c) Future intention (going to). 

5. If I have children or grandchildren, maybe they will spend that day (my 75th birthday) with 
me. b) Future prediction (will). 

6. When school started in August this year, I decided that this was enough. I sat myself down 
on the ground outside the Swedish parliament. d) Past events (we know when it 
happened) (past simple). 
 

C.  Part 2. Prediction 

Encourage students to speculate about possible numbers to complete the sentences. They are 
presented in the same order as they occur in the talk, to facilitate checking. 
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KEY: 

1. Greta Thunberg first heard about climate change when she was 8 years old. 
2. When she was 11 she fell into depression (and) stopped talking or eating. 
3. Rich countries like Sweden need to start reducing emissions by at least 15% every year to 

stay below a 2 degree warming target. 
4. Aiming for a 1.5 degree warming target would significantly reduce the climate impact  
5. We are in the midst of the 6th mass extinction. 
6. Up to 200 species are going extinct every single day. 
7. The extinction rate is today between 1,000 and 10,000 times higher than what is seen as 

normal. 
8. Climate equity: The Paris agreement states that rich countries need to get down to 0 

emissions within 6 to 12 years, so people in poorer countries have a chance to heighten 
their standard of living (by building) roads, schools, hospitals, clean drinking water, 
electricity and so on. 

9. If I live to be 100, I will be alive in the year 2103. 
10. Today, we use 100 billion barrels of oil every single day. 

Watch to check (first time without subtitles). 

D. Part 3. After watching 

In pairs or small groups, learners can recycle what they have heard and understood during the 
talk. If necessary, play the talk again (with subtitles) and pause where necessary to check answers. 
Alternatively, if you or your students have mobile devices and headphones, encourage them to 
listen individually to the sections they need to review, and report back to their partners. 

KEY:  

1. What are the ‘typical’ things you are asked to do to help combat climate change? 
Turn off the lights to save energy; turn off the tap to save water. 
 

2. Why was Greta so surprised when she first learned about climate change? 
If this was really true, then all the politicians and media would be talking about it. 
 

3. What is Greta’s definition of selective mutism 
‘I only speak when I think it’s necessary. (Now is one of those moments).’ 
 

4. How does she describe the characteristics of people ‘on the spectrum’ (with autism)? 
- For them, almost everything is black or white. 
- They are not very good at lying. 
- They don’t enjoy participating in the ‘social game’ (that the rest of you seem so 

fond of). 
- They are normal: it’s the rest of the people that are strange. 
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5. What paradox does she mention about Green politicians and climate scientists? 

They keep on flying, eating meat and dairy. 
 

E. Part 4. Discussion 

It may be useful to quickly review some exponents for agreeing/disagreeing/giving opinions before 
starting this discussion. Alternatively, note down any typical errors that occur, highlight them on 
the board, then ask students to change partners and repeat (trying not to repeat the same error). 

F. Optional follow-up activity 

As a review (at the end of the class or at the beginning of the next), write or project the following 
vocabulary/concepts on the board. Ask students to discuss how they were used in the talk: What 
was the context? What do the phrases mean? Why are they used (emphasis? dramatic effect? 
etc.). Ask students to write their own gap-fill exercises using these expressions for other pairs to 
guess. 

 

- ‘on the spectrum’ 
 

- ‘the social game’ (you all seem so fond of)’  
 

- ‘grey areas’ 
 

- ‘(improving) the standard of living’ 
 

- ‘evil’ 
 

- ‘warming targets’ 
 

- ‘every single day’ 
 

- ‘not doing anything whatsoever’ 


