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VIDEO WORKSHEET: World Teachers’ Day 
 
Topic: Education, childhood influences, role models 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, vídeo,  
Level: B2 + 
Time: 30 -40m 
Language focus: Vocabulary related to education & success 
Suggested procedure: This activity is based on a short  (1’18”) video which celebrates the 
annual ‘World Teachers’ Day’ (Oct 5th). I’ve used this with B2+, It can be used as an 
introduction to a discussion of teaching and role models, The listening itself is short and 
accessible and learners generally have a lot to say on the subject (both good and bad!) 
 

 

World teacherS’ day 
5th october: Key 

  

:    © ShutterstockRead  

Lead-in:  

Ask your learners if they know when and what ‘World Teachers’ Day’ is, then read or 
project the text below. 

World Teachers' Day was created by UNESCO (United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation) in 1994 and is held annually on 5th October. The aim of the day is to 
celebrate and mobilise support for teachers worldwide and to ensure that teachers will 
continue to meet the needs of future generations. 

1. We are going to watch a short video clip of celebrities thanking their former teachers 
for their work (Link to video) 

Before you watch discuss these questions with a partner. 

A. Who was your favourite teacher at school? What was special about him/her? 
B. What are the qualities of a good teacher? 
C. How can a good teacher at school change your life? 

To brainstorm ideas as a group, the TPS (Think, Pair, Share) technique is quite useful 

Think – Individually, ss think of their own ideas 
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Pair – Compare with a partner 

Share – Report to group what their partner said (promotes active listening) 

Write up any relevant vocabulary/phrases that emerge on the board (e.g. inspirational, 
hard-working, he took me seriously, etc.) 

One observation from my own classes. I work with (mostly) university students and I’ve 
often found that they choose a subject they enjoyed at school to study at degree level. 
Very often, this is because they liked the teacher. 

2. Now watch the clip. How many celebrities take part? Do you recognise any of them? 

First watching – just ask your group to spot how many different people appear in the 
video (12) and which ones they recognise (NB – I can’t identify all of them!). 

KEY 

1. John Hamm (Actor, Mad Men) 
2. ? 
3. James McAvoy (Actor, X-Men, Filth) 
4. Minnie Driver (Actress, Grosse Point Blank) 
5. John Legend (Singer Songwriter) 
6. ? 
7. Tony Goldwyn (Actor, Ghost, Scandal) 
8. Juliette Lewis (Actress, Rock musician) 
9. ? 
10. Morton Spurlock (Documentary maker) 
11. ? 
12. ? 

3. How do the celebrities complete these phrases? Tick () the ones used. 

Decoding: Listen and identify which phrases are used. You might want to discuss the 
variety of accents (BrE –English, Scottish, AmE). 

KEY 

(a)  I am what I am 
because… 

… I learnt so much at school. 
… I had a great teacher.  
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… a teacher changed my life. 
 

(b)  A great teacher… … is a key to success.  
… opens many doors. 
… opens your mind. 
… can change your life. 
… changed my life.   
… is a work of art.  

(c)  I learned…. … that everything is possible.  
 
… not to *sweat the small stuff.  (*worry about unimportant 
things) 
… that school does not have to be scary. 
… that you can approach knowledge with a sense of 
wonder and fun.  
… to be myself. 
… that there are no limits. 
… that I didn’t need to be like everybody else.  
… not to be scared. 
 

(d) I didn’t learn how to 
speak Spanish… 

… in spite of her being my Spanish teacher. 
… even though she was my Spanish teacher.  
… although she was my Spanish teacher. 
 

(e)  But I did learn… … how to love learning. 
… to enjoy school. 
… to be myself.  
 

(f) To each and every one 
of my teachers… 

… Thank you!  
… Hi! 
… Remember me! 

 

4. Now complete these sentences with your own ideas. 
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Students’ own answers. This could be expanded into a group activity: groups vote for the 
best sentences, write them up on posters to display around the class. Running poll – ask 
students to go and stand next to the poster which they most agree with. 

5. Follow-up activity 

NB – quite a moving video. If you’re like me, avoid or have tissues ready! 

I’ve used this clip with higher level groups. It’s so lovely it seems a shame to over-analyse 
it, but there is a wonderful opportunity for ‘decoding’ practice: 

Write ‘Do you know what I mean?’ on the board and ask learners how you think a NS 
would say this in rapid conversation 

How does Ian Wright say it in the video? Roughly /dʒənəʊwaːmiːn/ 

Ask ss why he is using this phrase? Is he really asking people if they understand. It’s 
actually an example of a discourse marker, or filler, inviting the listener to participate and 
giving the speaker a brief pause to organise their thoughts before they continue. 

 


