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Christmas advert – teacher’s notes 

 

 

SKY CHRISTMAS ADVERT  2019 

Topic: Christmas, reunions, family, nostalgia. 
Activity type: Listening, speaking, vídeo. 
Level: A2 + 
Time:  +/- 20m 
Language focus:  age, comparatives. 
Summary: Activity based on the Sky TV advert, 2019 (E.T. and Elliott). There is very little 
dialogue, so suitable for lower levels. It is possible that some students haven’t seen E.T. 
(What’s wrong with them?), but can provide a springboard for discussion of childhood 
memories (and whether they should remain untouched!), families at Christmas and 
commercialisation. 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 
Tell students that they are going to watch a Christmas advert, but before they watch, they 
need to do a little preparation. Use the images to elicit the story and characters of the film 
(useful if there are some who haven’t seen it). Basically, a friendly alien gets stranded on 
earth and befriends a boy, Elliott, who helps him return to his home planet. Here’s the 
imbd link: https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083866/  
E.T. came out in 1982. Henry Thomas, the actor who played Elliott, was 10 at the time of 
filming. He’s now 48. 

 

 

2. PREPARATION FOR WATCHING key 

1. [] This is E.T. telling Elliot he wants to send a message to his planet to ask them to 

come back for him. 

2. [X] From The Wizard of Oz 

3. [] (Spoiler) The flowers die and revive as E.T gets ill and gets better in the film. 

4. [X] From The Terminator 

5. [] This is a scene from The Quiet Man that E.T. is watching at home while Elliott is 

at school. As Elliott feels all of E.T.’s emotions, he relives the scene with a pretty 

girl in his class during a biology lesson. 

6. [X] This is the house in Home Alone. 

7. [] E.T.’s line, spoken to Elliott, telling him he’ll always be in his heart. 

 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0083866/
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3. WHILE YOU WATCH key 

 

1. The electricity goes on and off. 

2. The children see footprints in the snow. 

3. E.T. is hiding behind a snowman. 

4. E.T. eats a cupcake. 

5. E.T. is frightened by a dinosaur on a VR headset. 

6. They go sledging. 

7. They watch  the film ‘White Christmas’ together. 

8. The bikes fly in front of the moon, 

9. The spaceship leaves 

 

4. AFTER YOU WATCH 

a. Pause the ad as the tagline appears: “Reconnect for the holidays”. Elicit 

ideas about what the advert was for: Answer: SKY TV (Xfinity in the US), 

a digital streaming platform. 

b. Students’ own answers. 

c. Students’ own answers. 

 


