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RICHARD OSMAN’S HOUSE OF 
GAMES 
 
Games for Tablets or Mini 
Whiteboards:  
 

 
 

Here are three games adapted from the ROHOG format which can be used with tablets or mini 
whiteboards. A blank piece of white paper inside a clear plastic pocket is an easy way to make your 
own mini whiteboard.  

These games are easily played online, but you will need to ask students to bring or create the 
whiteboard for the next class. 

NB: If using mini-whiteboards, students will also need a tissue or cloth to clean it after each round. 
Students often have a packet of tissues on them, but if you’re playing in a F2F class have some 
extra, just in case. 

 

 

1. “YOU SPELL TERRIBLE” 

Topic: Spelling / Revision 
Activity type: Games 
Level: Any level, according to words 
chosen 
Time: 30m 
Language focus: Words Spanish-
speaking students find difficult to spell, 
 
Suggested procedure:  
  

A. Preparation 

You will need a class set of tablets or mini-whiteboards and markers: enough for one per pair.  

B. Introduction 

Explain to the group that you are going to play a game to practise spelling. With groups of B1+, 
show them the first slide with the name of the game (“YOU SPELL TERRIBLE”) and ask them to spot 
the mistake.  
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C. Playing the game 
 

1. Put students into pairs. Keep a record of the pairs (on the board or on a separate piece of 
paper so you can award points for correct answers- 

2. Show the slide with instructions 
3. Explain that the first person to put their hand up (or buzzes or dings if you have the 

equipment) says the word. If it’s not the correct word, it’s opened to the group again. 
4. BUT (and  here’s the catch), to win the point their partner has to spell the word correctly 

using their tablet or mini whiteboard. 
5. Show the next slide to see if the spelling is correct. Award the point if correct. 
6. Move on to the next word 

 

D. Variations 
 

In this version of the game, I’ve chosen 12 words that Spanish speaking students often misspell. 
For the first six, as a clue, I’ve given the first letter and the number of dots equals the number of 
characters.  

- With higher levels, eliminate the clues. 
- Use the ppt template to create your own game, e.g. 

o Difficult words for students in your context 
o Lexical sets to recycle vocabulary studied during the course. 
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2. “THE RICH LIST” 
Topic: Vocabulary recycling / General 
knowledge 
Activity type: Games 
Level: Any level, according to words 
chosen 
Time: 30m 
Language focus:Sports vocabulary 
, 
Suggested procedure:  
 

 

A. Preparation 

You will need enough tablets or mini-whiteboards and markers for one per pairNB:  

B. Introduction 

This game is so-named because the host, Richard (or in our case, the teacher) also gets to play. It is 
basically a version of the board game ‘Scattegories’. Do an example first to show students how to 
play. Present a category, e.g.  

 

Or, to make it more difficult…. 
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Everybody writes an example of something that belongs to that category. You get one point for a 
correct answer, EXCEPT, if somebody else has written the same answer – you lose the point. This 
encourages everybody to think of more obscure answers (= less frequent vocabulary). 

 

 

C. Playing the game 
 

1. Make sure each student has a tablet, mini whiteboard (real or home-made) a marker and 
(in the case of the whiteboards) a tissue.  

2. Show a category. Set a time limit (e.g. 30 seconds) or stop when everybody has written a 
word. 

3. One by one, students show their answers. They get a point for a correct answer, with 
correct spelling (you might want to be generous at lower levels) 

4. BUT, they score ZERO if somebody has the same answer. 
5. Keep a record of the points scored per student on a separate piece of paper 
6. Explain any vocab / spelling if necessary. 
7. Ask students to wipe their boards / clear their tablets. Move on to the next category and 

repeat the procedure. 
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8. “SIZE MATTERS” 
Topic: Vocabulary recycling and input 
Activity type: Games 
Level: Any level, according to words 
chosen 
Time: 30m 
Language focus: Lexical sets 
 
Suggested procedure:  
  

A. Preparation 

You will need a class set of tablets or mini-whiteboards and markers: enough for each student in 
the group.. 

B. Introduction 

Explain to the group that you are going to play a game to recycle vocabulary you’ve done during 
the course. With monolingual groups at low levels, it would be helpful to give the instructions in 
the learners’ L1.  

C. Game 
 

1. Keep a record of the points (and pairs or groups) on a separate piece of paper. 
2. Show the slide with instructions 
3. Explain that the teacher will show a different category in each round. The person (or 

people) who write the longest correct word in that category wins the point. 
4. Do one example together as a class to demonstrate how it works. Here’s an example from 

the TV show: 

The category is: 

 

The players in this game wrote these answers: 



EFL Takeaways 
Game worksheets: Teacher’s notes  

 
 

 

…and Salt Lake City won the point as it is correct and the longest. (The others were correct apart 
from Whistler). 

In the TV show, there is also a bonus point for the longest answer possible, but as we are focusing 
on lexical sets rather than general knowledge (with so many possible answers), we might want to 
skip that part. Just in case you’re curious, for this category, the longest possible answer is: 

 

Also different from the TV show – only one word answers are accepted. Warn students about this 
before starting! 

5. Set a time limit (30 seconds or until everybody has written a word) 
6. Award the point to the longest (correct) word. 
7. Check spelling & explain meanings if necessary. 
8. Move on to the next word 
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